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day, the most excellent Buddha shall go to ISTeibban. Let
them not have reason to complain hereafter that they have
not received a timely information of this event, nor say
that they had not had a last opportunity to come and see
me." Ananda, putting on his dress and carrying his patta,
went alone to the city. At that moment the princes were
assembled in the hall to deliberate upon some important
affair. As soon as the message was delivered, the princes,
with their wives, their sons, and daughters, began to cry
aloud, " Alas ! the most excellent Buddha is too soon going
to jNTeibbaii." Some appeared with dishevelled hair ; some
lifted their hands to their foreheads; some, crying out
and wailing, threw themselves on the ground, rolling and
tossing about, as persons whose hands and feet had been
cut off. They all set out in haste with Ananda at, their
head towards the place where Buddha was lying on his
couch. All of them were admitted into the presence of
Buddha and paid their respects to him.

In the city of Koutheinaron lived a certain personage
holding heretical opinions.13    His name was Thoubat, a

13 Buddha had so much at heart    former existence, he was tilling a field
the conversion of the heretic Thoubat,    with one of his brothers, when some
that the earnest desire of performing    Rahans happened to pass by. His
this great and meritorious action was    brother gave abundant alms to the
one of the three motives that induced    holy personages, whilst Thoubat
him to select the comparatively in-    showed less liberal dispositions,
significant city of Koutheinaron for    When, then, Buddha appeared, the
the last stage of his existence. Par-    law was announced to the generous
ticulars regarding that personage    donor, and in company with eighteen
would prove interesting, because he    koudes of Brahmas he obtained the
is the last convert Buddha made,    state of Thautapan. The rather par-
From what has been alluded to in    simoiiious Thoubat obtained the fa-
some Buddhistic writings regarding    vour of conversion at the eleventh
Thoubat, it is certain that he was of    hour. He must have, however, sub-
the caste of pounhas or Brahmins.    sequently atoned for this offence, as
He had studied in some of the numer-    his dispositions seem to have been of
ous schools of philosophy, at that    the highest order when he came into
time so common in India. From his    Buddha's presence. In a few hours
way of addressing Buddha, there is    he had gone over the four ways lead-
no doubt but he was acquainted with    ing to perfection, and had become a
the principal theories upheld by the    Rahanda.

most renowned masters in those days.        In the days of Buddha, the philo-

It is related of Thoubat that, in a    sophical schools of India seem to have